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Summary. - The first finding of antibody to human T-lympho-
tropic virus type 1 in Australia, specifically in Australian Abor-
igines, is reported. The overall results suggest that this is a new
area to be added to the known endemic areas for this virus.
Antibody prevalence in each of two widely separated areas was
found to be approximately 16°) in 1977, and in one of these
areas this had increased to approximately 349, in 1984/86. In
this area no antibody to this virus was detected in children under
4 years of age.
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I'ntroduction

Human T-lymphotropic virus type 1 (HTLV-1) is the causative agent of
adult T-cell leukaemia/lymphoma (ATL) (Tajima and Tominaga, 1985) and
has been linked to the myeloneuropathy tropical spastic paraperesis. Serum
antibodies to HTLV-1 are common in individuals in South-west Japan.
parts of Africa and the Caribbean basin. The finding of such antibody in
Kurope and the U.S.A. appears to be rare (Goudsmit ef «l., 1987; Williams
et al,, 1988). While an absence of antibody to HTLV-1 in New Zealand has
been reported (Reddy et al., 1987), a survey in the Bast Sepik region of
Papua New Guinea indictated antibody to HTLV-1 in 249 of the adult sera
tested (Kazura ef al., 1987). Confirmation of antibody to HTLV-1 in adults
in Papun New Guinea was provided by Brindle el al. (1988), together with
the finding such antibody in sera from a number of islands in the Pacifie
Ocean, A maximum prevalence of 19%, was reported, from Vanuatu (Brindle
el al., 1988). World-wide studies on this virus are continuing and have been
intensified to try to identify all endemic arcas (Levine et al., 1988).

Txtensive stadies of HTLV-1 in Japan have indicted not only a wide
difference in prevalence of antibody in different parts of Japan but a dif-
ference hetween villages on the same island (Tajima el ol 1987). In this
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surveys to try to isolate and grow the virus, and to determine more precisely
the extent and consequences of HTLV-1 infections in the Australiasian and
Pacific regions.
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